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The Asuka Historical Museum stands at the quiet locale of 
Okuyama in the village of Asuka. The year 2015 is worth com-
memorating as the 40th anniversary of its opening.
Even now Asuka preserves a rural landscape, coupled with 
many sites, luring people to the romance of the Ancient period. 
Along with introducing the results of investigation and research 
by the Institute, the Museum is a comprehensive history museum 
which aims at providing an overview of the ancient history of 
Asuka.
About a half century ago, as the destruction of scenery pro-
ceeded everywhere in conjunction with Japan’s high growth, mo-
mentum built to preserve the local features of Asuka. In the midst 
of this movement, the Asuka Historical Museum was born from a 
1970 Cabinet decision, and opened in March 1975. It was at the 
height of the Asuka “boom” resulting from the discovery of the 
Takamatsuzuka tomb murals. The building’s design was by Tani-
guchi Yoshirō. The white walls and tiled roof give an impressive 
outer appearance that retains its charm even after 40 years. While 
the Museum is inconveniently located away from the central por-
tion of Asuka, it is reportedly due to local requests at the time 
of construction for preserving the scenery and intended to allow 
sightseers to tour through the village.
 The Special Exhibit at the time of the opening was “The Trans-
mission of Buddhism: The Road to Asuka.” As the Institute had 
an Arts and Crafts Research Section until 1980, at the start of its 
existence research on Buddha images became the major theme. 
Exhibitions became fixed at twice yearly from fiscal 1978, then 
from 2001 they have been held three times yearly, and then four 
times yearly from 2005, on a variety of themes. Recently partici-
patory exhibits have been well received. 
With the upcoming opening in 2016 of the Kitora Area of 
the Asuka Historical National Government Park, Asuka is once 
again gathering attention. We will continue to strive diligently to 
achieve ever improved exhibitions and the revitalization of the 
Museum in the future.
開館40周年を迎えた 
飛鳥資料館
The Asuka Historical Museum Greets 
Its 40th Anniversary
開館40周年記念特別展「キトラ古墳と天の科学」開会式
Opening ceremony for the 40th Anniversary Commemorative 
Special Exhibit “The Kitora Tomb and the Science of the Heavens”
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